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and Alice carried from their Boston years to 
Pasadena. At renowned dim sum restaurants 
across Los Angeles, the Baltimore Clan filled 
tables with steaming dishes, laughter and 
stories. Even after his retirement in 2018, the 
gatherings continued bringing together aca-
demic and industry alumni. The last dim sum 
celebration in March 2025, just six months 
before his passing, embodied what these tradi-
tions represented: shared joy, mentorship and 
the enduring ‘Baltimore Bonding’.

Historically, the greater Los Angeles region 
was not regarded as a major bio-hub like Bos-
ton or the San Franscisco Bay Area, Yet during 
his Caltech years and beyond, David worked to 
weave together the region’s scientific, indus-
trial and philanthropic threads. This activity 
moved beyond campus walls, as David advised 
local biopharmaceutical companies, notably 
serving on the board of directors for Amgen 
and Regulus, and co-founded several biotech 
start-ups, including Calimmune, Immune 
Design, PACT Pharma and Appia Bio.

David also championed broader ecosystem 
building. He strengthened Caltech’s Office 
of Technology Transfer & Corporate Partner-
ships, encouraged venture-capital networks 
in Pasadena and Los Angeles, and fostered 
collaborations with philanthropic research 
organizations such as the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation, the Parker Institute for Cancer 
Immunotherapy and the Chan Zuckerberg 
Initiative. He was an early supporter of the 
California Institute for Immunology & Immu-
notherapy, newly established at the UCLA 
research park in west Los Angeles, recognizing 
its promise to anchor a new era of biomedical 
innovation across the region.

Through these interlocking efforts —  
academic, industrial and communal — David 
helped to plant the seeds of a bioscience eco-
system that continues to grow. His west-coast 
years became the catalyst for what is now 
emerging as a truly distinct Los Angeles 
bio-hub — his final voyage, and his gift to the 
region he called home.
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Supplementary Figure 1. The Engineering Immunity (EI) Consortium. 
Top: EI mapped to the Greater Los Angeles area. (Credit: Sean Xinyuan Shen, Charlie Yanruide 
Li, and Lili Yang.)  
Bottom: EI Lake Arrowhead Retreat Group Photo. (Credit: Karla Nawaly.) 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Supplementary Figure 2. The Baltimore Academic Family. 
Top: Baltimore Academic Family Tree 1965-2018. (Credit: Dev Majumdar, Patricia Turpin, and 
Lili Yang.) 
Bottom: David Baltimore 80th Birthday Celebration Trainee Group Photo. (Credit: Alice Huang.) 




